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February 

2018 

From Your Chairman               
 
 

Jim McGivern,  Purbeck U3A Chair. 
 
All Group Leaders and Facilitators were invited to a meeting to learn more 
about our plans for communicating with each other and the public.  I 
regarded this as the most important event in my role of chairman and the 
meeting was very well attended with nearly all groups represented.  
Our webmaster Bob Day explained how to make use of our new website and 
Clive Bacon who is our IT liaison gave an overview of how Beacon 
membership database can help Group Leaders. 
This may be the final Bulletin as you know it, so please read on to find out 
more.   
 
Publicity 
The new website has been designed to be both public facing and to keep 
Purbeck U3A members informed of what other groups are doing in the area.   
There is a News section and we would welcome articles from members to 
post here.  You’ll also see here details of new groups that might be starting, 
or details of forthcoming events.  It is intended that Articles and photos that 
would in the past have been published in The Bulletin be posted on the 
website in our News section.   
If you have a news item you think should be included on the website send it 
to: 

news@purbecku3a.org.uk 
Beacon Database 
Group leaders and their nominated administrators are now able to use 
Purbeck U3A’s Beacon Membership database to maintain a group list of 
members and see their contact details.   
They can also send out emails to their group members through Beacon.   
However at this stage Group leaders are unable to edit a member’s record so 
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if they find an error or something needs amending, they will send an email to 
changes@purbecku3a.org.uk.   
 

Within each member’s record there is a field to record an individual 
emergency contact name and number.   We hope we won’t have cause to use 
it but it would be prudent to have it on file just in case. 
Simply send an email to changes@purbecku3a.org.uk with your emergency 
contact details and these will be put on file and available to your Group 
Leader(s) to view. 
The information held in our database is simply your name, address, phone 
numbers, email address and your membership history.   
We are not recording ‘sensitive’ information and Users are reminded that the 
information is confidential to U3A and only to be used for U3A purposes. 
 

Purbeck U3A facebook 
Did you know Purbeck U3A has a facebook page?  
It’s currently being used by several groups to show photos and to record 
details of trips and visits they have made.   
Other Groups and individual members are welcome to post suitable articles of 
U3A activities they have undertaken.  
Simply write to webmaster@purbecku3a.org.uk and Bob Day will provide you 
with logon details.   
Members posting articles on our face book pages must be sensitive to the fact 
that not everyone likes their image appearing.  
 

News Editor 
Now that virtually the entire membership has an email address we can send 
out news alerts and information through our Broadcasts system and are able 
dispense with the paper copy of the Bulletin.   
We know that several members, even those with email, prefer to receive a 
paper copy but we regret it is currently no longer practical or economic.   
In fact if we are to continue providing any news articles we need an editor to 
receive articles for publication with the ability to turn it into good, concise 
copy for posting on the website and circulating to members.   
Once we have an editor in place we can reconsider how we might handle a 
paper copy news bulletin.   
 
If the role of news editor appeals to you please write to news@purbeck 
u3a.org.uk and join the team. 
 

mailto:changes@purbecku3a.org.uk.
mailto:changes@purbecku3a.org.uk
mailto:webmaster@purbecku3a.org.uk
mailto:news@purbeck%20u3a.org.uk
mailto:news@purbeck%20u3a.org.uk
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• News from the Groups 
 

The Raspberry Pi Group 

The Raspberry Pi Group “night visitor”. 

The Group, which meets twice monthly in each other’s houses, is collectively 
learning how to programme the little Raspberry Pi in a language called 
Python.  
With this language you can control very inexpensive sensors external to the Pi, 
such as temperature/humidity probes; GPS positioner; and TV-type remote 
controls.  
One of the group recently purchased a tiny wide angle infra-red camera, that 
comes with two small IR lamps, and mounted them in a plastic waterproof 
sandwich box.  
Using Python and copying a motion detection programme from the internet, 
he was able to see what was visiting his garden at night.  
He originally saw some tiny mice; then the next door cat; and last night a 
lovely fox.  
 
If you would like some more information on the equipment, or the group, 
please contact us at RPi@purbecku3a.org.uk 

Swanage Book Group 

We have the title of Swanage book club but in fact we meet at 
member's homes in Swanage, Corfe and Wareham and we seem 
to have lost some members along the way and now have space 
for a few more members. 
 
We are a friendly, informal, laid-back group, and the only requirement is that 
we try and read one prescribed book a month, (of which we all get to choose 
one to recommend to the group) except in August and December, when most 
are too busy. We do have epic failures, when we don't finish or don't like the 
book, and that's okay too! 
 
We rotate meetings in members' houses, but even that isn't obligatory, there 
is always someone who volunteers..... 
We meet once a month on a Thursday morning. 
If you are interested in joining this relaxed Purbeck Book group please contact 
Angela Hainsworth swanagebooks@purbecku3a.org.uk 
 

mailto:RPi@purbecku3a.org.uk
mailto:swanagebooks@purbecku3a.org.uk
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Walking Group 
We are just coming to the end of a series of walks which took in 

sections of The Hardy Way and the idea of a theme for the walks seemed to 
strike a chord. One of our walkers suggested doing some of the various 
barrows in the area, so the theme for the next series of walks is 'Barrows'. 

Five Marys Barrows 12th February – Leader: Barry 
Sailors' Return free car park, Chaldon Herring. Map Ref. SY790834 

 

Woolsbarrow 12th March – Leader: John 
Stroud Bridge free car park, Sugar Hill, Wareham. Map Ref. SY887917 

 

Flowers Barrow 9th April – Leader: John 
Tyneham Village car park. Map Ref. SY882802 

 

Nine Barrows 14th May – Leader: John 
Ulwell Road layby, Ulwell. Map Ref. SZ021809 

 

Rainbarrows 11th June – Leader: John 
Hardy's Cottage Thorncombe Wood car park. Map Ref. SY725921 

If you are interested in this walk or others in our monthly  programme email 
walking@purbecku3a.org.uk 
Details of all the walks and precise location are outlined on the group's web 

page.                                                                         John Kirwin. Group Leader  

•  New Groups 
Purbeck U3A Ukulele Group - NEW ! 
 

Some  Purbeck U3A Ukulele owners are planning to start a new Uke 
group to meet up regularly in a hall.  The group can be of mixed ability, 
including beginners, and they are hoping more members will join them, - 
particularly those with some musical experience.  In addition they are seeking 
one or more experienced musicians who can, at least for the initial meetings, 
give guidance to the group on the correct way to do things. 
  
We plan to meet weekly on Thursday afternoon, probably at Harman’s Cross, 
commencing mid-February. 
However before that there will be an inaugural meeting of prospective ukulele 
players on Thursday 1st February at a venue in Wareham. 
If you are interested in joining this fun new group, or can give musical 
instruction, please come to the inaugural meeting on 1 February  - contact 
Maxine Bacon, Group Facilitator at ukulele@purbecku3a.org.uk 
for venue details and time. 

mailto:walking@purbecku3a.org.uk
mailto:ukulele@purbecku3a.org.uk
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Have you ever wanted to play Mah Jong ? 
  

The Mah Jong group has vacancies for a few more players 
and is planning to run a training session for absolute beginners and 

improvers. 
 
The course is being run at the end of February / beginning March with twice 
weekly sessions probably taking place on a Tuesday and / or Thursday 
afternoon starting at 2.00 p.m. in the Wareham area. 
 
The course will cover the Rules and etiquette in playing Mah Jong and it is 
expected that Beginners wishing to join this course will attend for at least five 
consecutive occasions in order to become sufficiently conversant to play the 
game to a basic standard. 
  
After this time it is hoped players will wish to join the established Mah Jong 
Group which meets fortnightly at Stoborough Village Hall.  Many of the 
members also meet at each other’s homes in the intervening weeks. 
  
Experienced players are also welcome to join the group but would probably 
benefit from coming to one or two of these sessions to learn the Purbeck 
U3A enhancements to the British Mah Jong rules which we adopt and follow. 
 
Further details about our method of play is to be found on Purbeck U3A 
website. 
 
If you are interested in learning to play and/or join the Mah Jong group 
contact Barbara Colley, group coordinator at mahjong@purbecku3a.org.uk 
 

German Conversation Group 

 

A new group for members with some familiarity of the language is starting at 
the beginning of March. 
See our website for further details. 
 
Numbers are limited so don't delay Email german@purbecku3a.org.uk for 
more information or if you wish to speak to the Group Leader you may phone 
on: 01929 556005  

mailto:mahjong@purbecku3a.org.uk
mailto:german@purbecku3a.org.uk?subject=New%20German%20Conversation%20Group
tel:01929%20556005
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Litter Picking 
 
Some members have expressed an interest in Litter-Picking and 
activities to raise awareness and help reduce litter at source.  
 

Are there any like-minded members out there who would be interested in forming a 
group?  
 
If you are interested, please e-mail info@purbecku3a.org.uk 
 

 

• Membership 

A very warm welcome to our new members who have joined us since the 

previous Bulletin in November. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bournemouth  
Susan Cutler 

Corfe Castle  
Frances Versluys 
Ken E Versluys 

Langton Matravers  
Marion Page 

Lulworth  
Heather Cerullo 

Swanage  
Maureen Andrews 
Pennie M Denton 
Naomi Duffield 
Elizabeth A Gale 
Melinda J Rider 
Louise Wall 

Wareham  
Mary E Christopher  
Anthony Kelpie Ronda 
June Kelpie Ronda  
Catherine M Kerridge 
Alison R Quinlan 
Michael H Quinlan  
Gillian Sharp  
Judith Smith 

Wimborne  
Stephen J Griffin 

Wool  
Mia Duckmanton 
Irene Thorn  
Robin Thorn 

mailto:info@purbecku3a.org.uk
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The first Purbeck U3A newsletter published in May 1998.  
At the first committee meeting, chaired by Tony Capon, annual subscriptions 
were set at £12. 
With a possible membership of 100 the following were suggested as possible 
Groups - Birdwatching, English Literature, Music Appreciation, Archaeology, 
French ,Art Appreciation, Chess, Natural History, Needlecraft, German, Play read-
ing, Italian, and Bridge. 
Twenty years later there is a membership of 573, 44 groups and an annual sub-
scription of £16. 
A real success story! 
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Please send your NEWS— 

TEXT IN WORD and PHOTOS AS SEPARATE ATTACHMENTS    
 

Website  www.purbecku3a.org.uk        

General Enquiries  info@purbecku3a.org.uk 

                 or  07564 937871                                                       

Registered Charity No 1075432  

• Meeting Points 

Our next Meeting Points is on Thursday, 22 February   2018 

from 10am until noon.  

 

22 February     Tim Battcock     
  Dementia - An update 

22 March    Stuart Rhys-Williams    
  Hearing loss; Vocal problems in older people 

26 April    Philip Browne     
  The Unfortunate Captain Peirce and the Wreck of the 
  Halsewell, East Indiaman 

24 May     Jennie Spiers    
  Art Appreciation: An introduction 

28 June    Brian Freeland   
  The View from the Wings 

 

Chair 

Jim McGivern 

chair@purbecku3a.org.uk 

Vice Chair  & 

Membership Secretary 

Gill Calvin Thomas 

memsec@purbecku3a.org.uk 

Secretary  

Sue Galise 

secretary@purbecku3a.org.uk 

Treasurer 

Patrick Webb 

treasurer@purbecku3a.org.uk 

Group Co-ordinator  

Chris Bonanni 

groupscoord@purbecku3a.org.uk 

IT Liaison 

Clive Bacon 

ClivePU3A@gmail.com 

 Web Support 

Bob Day 

bob.day002@gmail.com 

 

 

http://www.purbecku3a.org.uk
mailto:info@purbecku3a.org.uk
mailto:info@purbecku3a.org.uk
mailto:chair@purbecku3a.org.uk
mailto:memsec@purbecku3a.org.uk
mailto:secretary@purbecku3a.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@purbecku3a.org.uk
mailto:groupscoord@purbecku3a.org.uk
mailto:ClivePU3A@gmail.com?subject=ClivePU3A@gmail.com
mailto:bob.day002@gmail.com?subject=bob.day002@gmail.com

